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ERKMrr one, who roles obedience to 11 15 
ſame Lord, and faith in the precious pro- 
miſes of the ſame goſpel with yourſelves, to 
_ addreſs himſelf to you, with all freedom 


and plainneſs of ſpeech, upon ſubjects relating tio 
our common ſalvation. I need. not tell vu that 
theſe ſubjects are intereſting. In reality, nothing 
elſe is intereſting in compariſon with them. For 
what is this ply — 
is time compared with eternity! Believe me, u 
brethren, it is nothing but the deepeſt concern for 
the honour of a religion which is the moſt valuable 
Inheritance of the human race, and which ſets us 
above all the follies and vices, all the weiknelles N 
and troubles of life, by giving os the moſt ſolid 


compared with the future! What 


hope in death, that has induced me to ſolicit your 


attention. But I am confident that you will not 0 
think it ill beſtowed, becauſe it is upon a ſu be 
that is near and dear to you, and the conkderation- of 


of which cannot but pleaſe and profit you. pl 
If, by the bleſſing of God upon our common en- 


- deavours, to lead, and to be led into all irath, I 
ſhall be fo happy as to bring you - to entertain the 574 


fame views of theſe things with mylelf, we ſhall 8 
rejoice together; and if, after all that I may be 
able to advance, you ſhould ſtill think differently from 


me, I truſt you will, at leaſt, be diſpoſed to think 
with mor@ candour of ſome of your. fellow-chriſti- 
ans, who 12 the 2 and MEET for its 
: | ; bw. | honour, = 


a: 


4 -* So the BrofYors - 1 
honour, though you may think them miſtaken in 
their conceptions concerning it. Let me intreat you, 
therefore, my brethren; to give me a patient and 
candid hearing. Attend, in the ſpirit of meekneſs, 
to what I ſhall ſay ſrom the earneſtneſs of my heart; 
and exerciſe the. reaſon which God has given you 
upon this occaſion, which is the nobleſt on which 
it can be exerciſed, and for which you may, there- 
fore, conclude, that it was principally given you. 


I. Of the uſe of reaſon in matters of 7 elgiun. Kd bs 
DE not backward, or afraid, wy brethren, to make 
B uſe of your reaſon in matters of religion, or. 
where the ſcriptures are concerned. They both of 
them proceed from the ſame God and Father of us 
all, who is the giver of every good and every perfect 
gift. They cannot, therefore, be contrary to one ano- 
ther, but muſt mutually illuſtrate and enforce one 
| "another. Beſides, how can we diſtinguih one ſcheme _ -—}- 
|, of religion from another, ſo as to give the preference 1 
to that which is the moſt deſerving of it, Parks the 
help of our reaſon and underſtanding ?- What would 
you yourſelves ſay to a Mahometan, whom you would 
perſuade to abandon the impoſture of Mahomet, 
and embrace chriſtianity, but bid him uſe his rea- 
ſon; and judge, by the help of it, of the manifeſt 
difference between the two religions, and the great 
| ſuperiority of yours to his? Does not God himſelf 
appeal to the reaſon of man, when he condeſcends to 
aſk us, M bei ber his ways be not equal ? Ez. xviii. 9. | 


= Does not the apoſtle exhort us that, in under ſtand- 4. | 7 * 
> ang wwe be men? 1 Cor. xiv. 20. Are we not ex- "> FN 
preſsly commanded. to prove all things, and thres - “ 


Hold faſt that which it good? 1 Theff. V. 21. Allo, 
when we are commanded to ſearch the ſcriptures, 
John v. 39, more muſt be meant than merely 

|. reading them, or receiving implicitly, the interpre- 
| tations of others. Searching muſt imply an earneſt 
; Endeavour to fing out for ourſelves, and id under. 


— 


0 


of Glriflianth.” 5k 
ſtand the traths contained in the ſcriptures ; and 

what faculty can we employ for this purpoſe, but: 
that which is commonly called reaſen, whereby we 
are capable of thinking, reflecting, comparing, and 
%%% — — ũ:.nm ꝛĩo¾u. 
Diſtruſt, therefore, all thoſe who decry human 

reaſon, and who require you to abandon it, wherever 
religion is concerned. When once they have gained 
this poiat with you, they can lead you whither 

they pleaſe, and impoſe upon you every abſurdity 
which their finiſter - views may make it expedient 
for them that you ſhould embrace. A Popith prieſt. - 

would require nothing more than this, to make yr 
believe the doctrine of tranſubſtantiation, and that 
a man is infallible; or to perſuade you to commit 
the moſt flagrant wickedneſs, as a means of ding 
God. ſervice. For the firſt of theſe articles they dßo 
not fail to urge the words of ſcripture, which ekx“x“1BKñ } 
preſsly ſay, concerning the bread that is uſed in 

the Lord's ſupper, that it f, the body e, C brit; 

Matt. xxvi. 6. and there is no poſſibility. of reply- 
ing to them, but by appealing to the uſe of reaſon, 

as the neceſſary and proper judge of the ſenſe of 
ſeripture The Papiſt, therefore, as might well be 
expected, is forward, on all occaſions, to vilify hu- 
man reaſon, and to require men to abandon it; 
but true Proteſtants will not part with it. It is by - 
the help of reaſon, in conjunction with the ſcrap- - 

| tures, that we guard ourſelves againſt the groſs de. 

„ - lufions of the Papiſts, Who, after relinquiſhing - 
| - reaſon, have been made to believe a lie; and by the 
> 17" EE _ diligent and continued uſe of the ſame power, let. 
„ us endeavour to combat every remaining error, and | 
CY + trace out and reform every corruption of-chriſtia» - 
„ nity, till we hold the pure truth as it is in Feſur,.. | 
2 and obey it in the love F poly JJV 
Do not think that, by recommending the uſe 6 
reaſon, I am about to decry the ſcriptures... M/ 
appeal ſhall be to both, upon every ſubject upon 
- which I addreſs you; and 1 think you cannot but 
ſee that the plaineſt and moſt obvious ſenſe of te 
„ rm © MATS. ſcriptures'> 
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ſeriptures is in favour of thoſe dofrines which are 

molt agreeable to reaſon. A good man will rejoice 5 
to ſee them thus go hand in hand, d lo Oy” 

wat, aud enforeing one: another. 2 885 e 


u 07 ne power es t 4 the will 'of | 
— 85 


O of the ſubje&s, with reſpect 1 to which I ear- 

neſtly wiſh that you would attend to the voice | 
of reaſon and the ſcriptures, and with reſpect to 
Which, one miſtake will be followed by many others, I - 

And miſtakes of great conſequence, is concerning — 

x zhe power of man to do the will of God. It is a fa- © 

-_ _ ,vourite opinion with _—_ teachers of religion, that 

men have naturally (or b that conſtitution and 7 

. frame which God their maker häs given them) uo 

JO: at all to do any Neve that is good, not eren 

do think a good thought, much leſs adually to obey 

any of the commands of God; ſo that, if men 

were left to themſelves, they could do nothing but * 

An, and muſt be under a neceſſity of aggravating | 

.. their condemnation, by every thought, word, and 

Action of their lives. But, my brethren, how does 

+ this doarine agree with the ſcriptures, and particu- 

latly with the manner in which the Divine Being 

conſtantly ex poſtulates with the ſinful fons of men; 

as when he fays to the Jews, Turn ye, turn ye from 


Jour evil ways, why. will ye die, O bouſe of Ifrael. . ; aÞ - 
Exek. xxxiii. 11. Waſs ye, make ge clean; ceaſe to 21 Wo 
40 evil, learn to do awell, Se. Ge, Sc. Iſaiah i. 16. 


Is it not plain from this, that it depends upon 
men themſelves, whether they will repent and turn 
to God or not? And how can it depend upon them- 
ſelves, if they have not, naturally, a ſufficient power 
to do it? You cannot think that God would com- 
mand, and expect obedience, when he had not n 
Ws to obe. 3 

Sappoſe that any man 's children wete ſhot, up in 
1 building that was on fite, while he himſelf was 
3 and had the hrs 3.4and inen, of - 
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© your abhorrence of his cruelty; and yet in this very 


; Be 


* Chetan. 0. 
opening the door, to favour: their eſcape, he ſhould 
only call out to them to flee: out of the place, in 
order to avoid inſtant deſtruction; and that, as the 
neceſſary conſequence of this, they ſhovld-all periſh 
in the flames before his eyes; what would you think 
of ſuch a father? Von would want words to expreſs 


light. do many chriſtian divines repreſent the con- 
duc of that God awhoſe tender mer cies art over all lit 
worls, and who has ſolemnly declared, {bat be bath 
ns pleaſure in the death f a finer, but had rather 
3 he would turn From his «pay and live. Exel. 

xXxxiii. 11. Vea, b would have, * . * 
1. Tim. ii. 4. 5 
The conduct of our murcifut Ged 4 a is 


1 — far different from this, and more agteca- 


ble to reaſon and equity. If he deſigned us to be 


_ - accountable creatures, and treats us as: ſuch, we 


muſt have zalents given us, which we may either 


improve or miſimprove. If we be the ſubjeAs of 


ther to 


DR 


and the more humble we ſhould be. 


tainly, 


aue bad not received it. 
Fee gift 


his moral government, we muſt be in a condition ei- 
ere or to 'break' his laws. A 
do the one, neceſſarily ſuppoſes a power to do the 
other; and without this power we ſhould not be 85 - 
proper ſabjects of religion; as, in that caſe, it 


would be in vain to propoſe to us evelthes rewards for 9 
| obedience, or puniſhments for diſobedience. 4s 
7 ppoſition of a power in man to os "i 


Nor is the ſu 
the will of God, any foundation for pride. For we 


due have not received, and how then can aue glory, a. 
Every good and every per- 
Comes From Ged 3 and; 
unty, the more thankful, . 
1 ſhall, cer- 
myſelf in daiag 


more we receive of his bo 


be more ſolicitous to exert 


the wꝛill of God, when I believe that I have A 4 


1 9 en 


to improve, than if I believe that I have no talent 
intruſted with me at all; ſo that I cannot do even 
ſo much as e woo be 


f 4 
er to 7 
* N 7 


nowing this, the | 


© e 
Some of thoſe perſons who believe that all man- 

kind are abſolutely incapable of doing any good, 
are ſometimes heard to invite ſinners of all kinds to 

come to Chriſt, as they are, and to ſay, that the 
viler they are, the more welcome they will be to 

him; as if he was, after this, to cleanſe them by- 
ſome miraculous power. But, my brethren, the 

invitation of the gofpel runs in very different terms. 

It is, Regent, and bring forth fruit meet for repen 
trance. Matt. iii. 8g. Repent and be converted, that 
your fans may be blotted out. Acts iii. 19. And none 

are invited zo come to Chris, but thoſe who labour. . 
and are bea vy laden; nor can they find rt for their 
= fouls, till they have actually Jearned Hoe hive Ii meek. 

and lowly in heart. Matt. xi. 28. 

What can be more contrary to the maxims e ; 

mentioned, than the whole tenor of that ſerious ex- 

| poſtulation with the children of Iſrael in the prophet 
Iſaiah, part of which I quoted above? Waſh you, . 
make you chan, Put away tbe evil 7 your doings from 

before mine eyes. Ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well,” 

See judgement, relieve the oppreſſed; judge the father- 

eſs, ' plead: for the widow. Come now- (and not 
before) and let ut reaſon together, ſays the: Lord. 8 

. Though: your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as 
au; ; though they be red lite erimſon, hey foal b | 
_ as wool. Waiah i. 16, &. 

Others, who entertain the ſame opinion of the - | 5 

utter inability of man to do the will of God, act . 
more conſiſtently with thoſe ſentiments, but = 

more inconſiſtently with the ' ſcriptures, in never 0 
preaching to ſinners at all; though to call nme %% Oh. 

_ repentante,” was the chief end or Chriſt's coming: into EO | 

tze world. Matt. ix. 13. 
Whatever repreſents a "Gate- of acceptance wich. 

God, as as a thing that may be brought about without 

any efforts of our own, and eſpecially if it may be 
done in a moment, or in a very ſhort ſpace of time, 1 

zs ſure to be a popular doctrine- Mankind in gene- mY 

ral care not how little is expected of them, or how N 

+ little they themſelyes have to def in order te _C 
. FF... 7. 
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religion, that glogs: which af- 
fords ſolid ground of hope. towards God, conſiſts in 
a change of heart, affections, and habits 3 1 
can only be brought about. by ſerious reſolutien, 


and a vigorous and conſtant exertion of our powers. 


Nay, unleſs a .courſe of virtue be begun, and good 


of ce, 9 


> Heaven. But true 


habits formed early in life, there is very great dan- 


ger that the zhorns, pj or bad foil, will mn 
e good ſeed from ever coming to maturity. 

Jo believe; as the ſame perſons. do, that faich- 
and. repentance are nothing that we ourſelves are 


capable of, but altogether: the miraculous operation. 
4 the ſpirit of God in us and upon us, fuppoſes 


that this great and ſudden change may as well take 
place at the /af? hour of life, as at any other; which 
certainly encourages the moſt unwarrantable and 


| moſt dangerous preſumption, and is far from having 
any countenance in the ſcriptures. The word of 


God hots bin wat r parlance a ſafe. and happy death as the 
conſequence of nothing but a good 2 auelliſpent 


| e Some, indeed, are ſaid to have been called 


at the eleventh. hour, but none at the tvelftb, when 


_ the time for labouring in the vineyard was quite 
over; and not one of the fooliſh virgins, who had 


neglected to provide themſelves Wär r was- mo 
r anche mega nes n e 


I. Of original , 


42 a foundation for this ſtrange ER 41 *. 


utter inability of men to do What God requires 
of them, a doctrine ſo injurious both to our Maker 


he ſinned we all ſinned; ery fin being an of. 


and ourſelves, it is ſaid that our firſt parent Adam was 
the repreſentative of all his ene ſo that when 


fence againſt an infinite God, we all became, from 


that moment, liable to an infoite puniſhment, even. 
the everlaſting wrath and curſe of our maker. And 
they ſay, that on this account only, it would have 


| been juſt in God tg have, made us all ſuffer the molt - 
"LL and endleſs torments i in hell, even . 
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_ fon, and benefit 


10. To the Profeſſors 


we had never finned in our own perſons; and, | 
moreover, that by this one offence, Adam, and 
all his poſterity, Joſt all power of doing any thing 


acceptable to God for the future. | 
But, niy brethren, you find nothing like any part 


of this in your bibles. © For there you read, The 
foul that finneth it Pall die. Ez. xviii. iv. And 
long after the tranſgreſſion of Adam, and to this 
very day, God is continually calling upon men to 
ceaſe to do evil and learn to do well; which certainly 
ſuppoſes that men always have had, and that we 
now have, a power to do ſo. It is allowed that we 
er by the fin of Adam, as any child may ſuffer 


in conſequence of the wickedneſs of his anceſtor ; 
but it is not poſſible that we ſhonld have /inned in 
him. Wherever there is /n, there is guilt, that is, 


of conſcience: for it; when he cannot but know 


that he never gave his conſent to it, and could not 
poſſibly have been, in the leaſt degree, acceſſary to 


it. Good and. bad conduct are, in their own nature, 


Perſonal, and cannot poſſibly be transferred from one 
to another, Whatever ſome divines pretend, no- 

"IE 7 kind can be imputed in this ſenſe of the 
wor „ 


We may receive harm by means of one per- 


by means of another (which is St. 
Paul's meaning where he ſpeaks of imputation) but 


ſomething that may be the foundation of remor/e of 
_ conſcience ; ſomething that a man may be /orry for, 
and "repent ; ſomething that he may wiſh he had 
not done; all which clearly implies that fin is ſome- 
thing that a man has given his con/ent to, and there- 
fore muſt be convinced of the reaſonableneſs of his 
being puniſhed for. But how can any man repent 
of the ſin of Adam, or feel any thing like remorſe 


no fin of the former, or righteouſneſs of the latter, a 


can be conſidered as ours, in the eye of an equitable 
and juſt God. The contrary is as much the 
language and the plain meaning of the ſcriptures | 
throughout, as it is agreeable to the com 
and reaſon that God has given us. 


non ſenſe 
=. 3 "Or 


- 


”Y 


. of Chriſtianity. ©. 


Ei Of election and reprobutian. 5 9 1 


- Uppoling that all mankind became liable to the 
zh 8 See wrath and curſe of God for the ſin of 
one man, foms 5985 ſay that it was mercy in God 
to ſave any, though by an arbitrary decree, which 
left all the reſt of the human race under an inevita- 
ble neceſſity of periſhing. But certainly, my 
brethren, ſuch tender mercy is cruelty. All the crea- 
tures of God mult look up to him as the author of 
+ - | their being, fince it was, undoabtedly, in his power 
15 do give, or to withhold it, at his pleaſure ; and, ſure- 
| ly, # good and merciful God would have put a ſtop 
to the propagation of ſuch a race of creatures, ra- 
ther than ſuffer them to be born in ſuch ſhocking 
circumſtances ; in which he infallibly foreſaw, that 
the greateſt part of them muſt be expoſed to, and 
even actually ſuffer remedileſs deſtruction. As ſure- 
Ke ly as I derive my being from a juſt and mercifal - 
MY >. God, I conclude. that the terms on which come 
EY = into the world are advantageous to me; and, 
therefore, that it muſt be my own fault only, if I 
have not reaſon to rejoice in it, and to be thankful 
for it. But, indeed, I can hardly think that any 
man ſeriouſly believes, that the greateſt part of his 
fellow creatures are born into the world under a 
e neceſſity of being for ever miſerable. 
For, in that caſe, it muſt appear probable, that 
any children which he himſelf may be the means of 
4 bringing into the world will be for ever miſerable; - 
1 and ſurely no man of real goodneſs or ns 
= Of would wiſh to have children, or be acceſſary to Wir 
being born in ſuch eircumſtances. | 
Ik. this doctrine be true, what motive can any 
man have to endeavour to flee from the wrath ta come, 
Mat. ii. 7. when, if it is to be his lot at all, no- 
ER thing that he can do will enable him to eſcape i it ; 
or what motive can a man have to exert himſelf to 
| 's lay held on eternal li 2, 1. Tim. vi. 12. when, if he 


= . is 10 * it at ally {he beth n miſs we, 


EIY . 
BOW” | 
5 


* 


or of any ching. belonging to it, or that 


15 neceſſary 
to prepare him for it? What reaſon had the apoſ- 
tle Paul to exhort Chriſtians to tate heed leſt they 

' did ſtand could poſkibly fall? and hat reaſon had he 
- to labour, left after having preached to, others, he him- 


J 0 the Profeſſors. 
f 


Jelf ſhould be a caft-away, 1 Cor. ix. 27. when, being 
certain of his converſion, he muſt have known that 
This doQrine, of abſolute election and 'reproba- 
tion, is certainly a doctrine of 7centiou/ne/ſ5, and not 
a doctrine according io godlinzſs ; and let Qivines.em 
ploy all the ingenuity they are maſters of, it is im- 
pPoffible for them to clear this doctrine from being 
| the cauſe of fatal deſpair in ſome, and as fatal a ſe- 
FT curity in others. If this doctrine were true, and men 
pere really aware of their fituation, J ſhould think: Ss | 
|| "It impoſſible to prevent their falling into abſolute 
F diſtraction, through. terror and anxiety, It would | 
be like a man, having his all, his life, nay infinite 
more than his life, depending upon the caſt of a Ms 
Aie : the decree of God being a thing that he has as 
little power to command. Beſides, this doctrine 
certainly repreſents the God and Father of us all in 
| ſuch, a light, as no man would chuſe that he him- 
elf ſhould appear n. MOTTO 
VV. Of the divinity of Chrift. © - 
000 fatal have the conſequences of the fin of 
#1 D Adam been repreſented; that you have been 
:- _ told, that nothing but the blood of God himſelf 
F could reverſe them; and - therefore you. have been 
1 taught to believe, that Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe proper 
' title is 7h en of man, as well as the /on of God, was, 
not man, but very and eternal God himſelf; with-, 
cout conſidering that, by thus making more gods 
than one, you are guilty of a Preach of the firſt and 
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moſt important of all the commandments, Wbich 
ene .n0 other gods beſides, © 

me. "Exod. xx. 3. But whatever ſuch divines may 
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. Glrihiatiy. 53 
fay, the apoſtle Paul ſays, in direct contradiction 
to them, that, To ur rhere it but one God, the 
Faru, of whoweareallthingr; and one Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, by avhor are all things, and ave by him. 
«Cor. viii. 6. And again, after ſaying that we have 
one Lord, one faith, ons baptiſm, he adds, one God and 
| Father of all, aubo is above all, andthrough all, and in 
_ you all. Eph. iv. 5, 6. The creed of all chriſtians, 
therefore, ought- to be, There iu ons Gor, and 1 
ere mediator between” God aud men, the Man Chriff | 


> 


Ow Ga AnLy cc > 
The Farher is frequently filed God, even with 
teſpect to Chriſt, as Well as other beings. 'The | 
God of our Lord Fofus Chriſt, the father of glory, | 
give unto you, that ye may know the exceeding great.. 
neſs of his poewer, which be wrought in Chrift, auben be 
raiſed him from the dend, and ſet him at his own right 

band, We, Eph. i. 17, &c Chriſt himſelf uſes the 
dame language. I aſcend unto my father, and your 
father, and unto my God, and your God, John xx. 17. 
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"Chriſt, who was the image of ebe ive God, 

and che firff born, or moſt excellent, of all his creatares, 4 
Col. i. 15. and in whom dwelt all the | fullneſs of - 
the Godbeadt bedily. Col. ii. 9. was far from thinking 

of ſuck an impious robbery, as that of being equal 

; evith God, Phil. ii. 6. bat acknowledged that 
bis father wwas greater than be, John xiv. 28. and 
indeed upon all oceafions, and in the cleareſt terms, 
he expreſſed his dependance upon God his father, 
for all bis power and glory; as if he had purpoſely 

intended to guard his diſciples againſt forming too 
higk an, opinion of the dignity of their maſter, 

Verih Lias unto you, the fon can do nathing of bimfalf, 
v. 19. T can of ming own. /olf do nothing. As bear. 

4 judge, and my judgment is juft, becauſe T ſeth not. 
mine own will, but the will of the father who ſent m. 
V. 30. The words tba I ſpeak unte you, I ſpeak - 
_ not of my/elf, but the father why drvelleth in me, he. © 
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glory of God the Fatber. 
© zhe joy that æuas fat before him, exdared the croſs, 
deſpifing tbe ame, ad is now at down at the ri bt 


14 T0: the” Prof, ors 


= authority to execute Judgment, v. 26, 27. All power i is 
Hives unto me, in beaven and in earth, Matt. xxviii. 18. 


The Apoſtles, notwithſtanding their attachment 
5 to their Lord and maſter, always preſerve the idea 


olf his ſabordination to the father, and conſider all 
his honour and power as derived from him. He re- 
1 75 from God the /* ather honour and glory,” 2 Peter 


It pleaſed : e father, that in him ſhould all 


1 Halli 2 1 Coll. i. 19. The revelation of 


Jeſus Chriſt, which God gave unto bim, Rev. 1. 1. 
We are Chriſt's, and Chrift is God's, 1. Cor, ili. 23. 
I The reaſon why Chriſt was ſo much diſtinguiſhed 
| by God the father, is frequently and fully expreſſed 
In the ſcriptures, viz, his obedience to the will of 
God, and eſpecially in his ſubmitting to die for the 
benefit of mankind. T; _— deth my father love 
me, becauſe I lay down my life, John x. 17. He 


| humbled himſe Ye and became obedient unto death, even 5 


the death of the croſs. Wherefore God has bighly ex- 
alted him, and given him a name which is above every 
name ; that at the name of Feſus every knee ſhould ba, 
of things in heaven and things in earth; and that ever 
_ tongue ſhould confeſs that 5 % Chriſt is Lord, to the 
hil. ii. 8—11.. Who for 


band of God. Heb, xii. 2. 
It is certainly true, that the Far TAR and the 


power which a N nk in Jeſus Chriſt were properly 
divine, but 


30. but he ſufficiently explains himſelf, when he 


| Prays that all his diſciples may be one wvith bim, 


and bis Father, even as they two are one. Ib. xvn. 
11. and he gives them the Fa of glory which God had 
| given to him. ver, 22. Beſides, at the very time 


that our Lord ſays, that he aud his Father are 
one, and in the very ſentence preceding it, ver. 25, 
dae ſays, that his Father is greater than all. But 
8 6 * how could the Father be greater than all, if there 


Was any other, who was ſo much one with him, as 


* 5 to be, in all reſpects, equal to him. 


3 The 1 term gt 15, 8 ſometimes * 


at divinity was from the Fatber. 
He ſays, that be and his Father æuere one. John x. 
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N Chriſtianity. * (5 
in a lower and inferior ſenſe in the ſcriptures, de- 
noting. dominion only; as when the Divine Being 

himſelf ſays, that he will make Moſes a god to Pharoab, 
Exod, vii. 1. but, ſurely, there can be no danger 
of our miſtaking the ſenſe of ſuch phraſes as theſe ; 
or if it were poſſible, our Lord himſelf has ſuffici- 
ently guarded | againſt any miſconſtruQtion of it 
when applied to himſelf, by the explanation he has 
g ven of it; informing us, that, if, in the language of. 
cripture, they are called gods, to whom the word of 
Cod came, John x. 35. 3 in fact, they were 
no other than mere men) he could not be guilty of 
= blaſphemy. in calling himſelf. only he Sox i of God. 
No if Chriſt had been conſcious to himſelf that he 
was the true and very God, and that it was of the 
utmoſt conſequence. to mankind. that they ſhould 
regard him in that light, this was certainly a pro- 
per time for bim to have declared himſelf, agd not 
to have put men off with ſuch an apology as this. 
Bat eveo this power and dominion, to which 
Chriſt. is advanced by God his Father, who gave 
all power into his hands, and who made him head 
ower all things to his church, Eph. i. 22. this media- 
torial kingdom of Chriſt (as it is ſometimes, and 
with ſufficient propriety, termed) is not to be per- 
petual. For che apoſtle Paul, fpeaking, no doubt, 
under immediate inſpiration, expreſsly ſays, that 
when the end ſhall come, that God Hall have ſubdued 
all things to his: Sen (in which be obſerves, that he 
1 Bn muſt be excepted who did ſubdue all things unto him). 
7 he muſt deliver up the kingdom to God, even the Fa- 
© W . THER, and be himſelf ſubje# to bim who had put- all 
things under him, that God may be all in all. 1 Cor. 
xv. 24, &c. „ / AD? br Ep LE bs 
4 So clear, my brethren, ſo full, and ſo expreſs, 
7 is the uniform teſtimony of the ſcriptures to the 
F great doctrine of the proper anity of God, and of 
„ the ſubordination of Chriſt, and all other beings 
do him, that the prevalence of ſo impious a doc- 
il - _trine, as the contrary muſt be, can be aſcribed to 


the apoſtles them- 


nothing but to that myfery of iniquity, which, though 7 
it began to work in the times of 
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176 70 the Profeſorn 
ſelves, was not then riſen to ſo enormous a height as 
to attack the ſupremacy of the one living and true 
God, and give his peculiar glory to another. This, 

my brethren, among other ſhocking corruptious of 
genuine Chriſtianity, grew up with the ſyſtem of 
Popery; and; to ſhdw that nothing is impoſſible to 
the ſuperſtition and credulity of men, when they 
were become vain in thiir imaginations, after exalting 
a man into a god, a creature into a creator, they 
made a piece of bread into one alſo, and then bowed: . 
down to, and worſhiped the work of their own hands. 
But though ir ſeemed: fit to the unſearchable wif- 
dom of God, that all the errors and abuſes of Po- 
pery ſhould not be reformed at once; and tho” this 
great error was left untouched by the firſt refor- 
mers, bleſſed be God the bible is as open to us 

| as it was to them; and by the exertion of the 

| fame judgment and ſpirit, we may free chriſtianity! 

| From the corruptions which they left adhering to 
it; and then, among other excellencies of our re- 


ligion, Our God wvill be ones and his name one; Tech. 3 


| If you aſk" avbo, then, is Jeſus Chriſt," if he be 
not God; I anſwer, in the words of St. Peter, ad- 
drreſſed to the Jews, after his reſurrection and 
aſcenſion, that Jeſus of Narareth sua man ap- i 
proved of God, by miracles and unde un figns, ' 
_ ewhith God did by bin, Acts ii. 22. If you aſk Wwhat = 
4s meant by mar, in this place; I anfwer, that 
man, if the word be uſed with any kind of proprie- 5 bo 
ty, muſt mean the ſame kind of being with your- 
felves. I ſay, moreover, with the author of the 
epiſtle to the Hebrews, that it became him by whom: are 
all tbings, and io whom are all things, to make this 
great captain of our ſalvation; in all rſpects, like unto 
us his brethren, that he might be mane perfect through 
 Jufferings, Heb. ii. 10. 17. and that he might have 
4 perſict freling of all our' infirmities, iv. 15. For 
this reaſon it was that our Saviour and Deli- 
verer was not made of the nature of an angel, or 
like any ſuperangelic being, but was of tbe feed 2, 
* Abraham, i. 16. that is,*@ mere man, as other 
| , Jews, and as we ourſelves'alfo are. Christ 


Ne 


. Chriſt being made by the immediate hand of 
God, and not born in the uſual courſe of generation, 
18 no reaſon for his not being conſidered, as a man. 
For then Adam muſt not have been a man. But. 
in the ideas of Sty Paul, both 2h. firſt: and ſecend 
Adam (as Chriſt, on this account, is ſometimes. 
called) were equally men; By man came death, by. 
man came alſo the reſurrection from the, dead. 1 Cor. 
xv. 21.,, And, certainly, in the reſurrection of a 
man, that is, of a perſon in e er like our- 
ſelves, we have a more lively bope of our own re- 
ſurrection; that of Chriſt being both a proof and a 
pattern of ours. We can, thereſore, more firmly 
believe that becau/e. he lives, aue, who are the ſame. 
that he was, and who ſhall undergo the ſame change 
by death, that he did, Hall live alſo. John xiv. 19, 
 _ Till this great corruption of chriſtianity be remo- 
ved, it will be in vain to preach the goſpel to ſews, 
or..Mahometans, or, indeed, to any people who 
retain the uſe of the reaſon and underſtanding that 
_ God has given them. For how is it poſſible that. 
three. perſons, Father, Son and - Holy Ghoſt, ſhould, 
be ſeparately, -each of them, poſſe ſſed of all divine 
perfections, ſo as to be trus, Very, and eternal God, | 
and yet that there ſhould be but one Ged; a truth 
which is ſo clearly and fully revealed, that it is not 
«I poſſible for men to refuſe their aſſent to it; or elſe. 
2 it would, no doubt, have been long ago expunged 
| from our creed, as - utterly irreconcileable with the 
- __ more fayourite doctrine of a Frinity, a term which, 
is not to be found in the ſcriptures. Things above, 
our reaſon may, for any thing that we. know to 
the contrary, be true; but things expreſsly contrary 
to our reaſon, as that 7hree ſhould be one, and one 


* 4a 


three, can never appear to us to beſo. +. - 
With the Jews, the doctrine of the Divine Ynity, :- 
is, and indeed juſtly, cenſidered as the moſt ſunda - 
mental principle of all religion. Hear, ob I{rael, the, 
| Lord thy God is one Lord. Deut. vi. 4. Mark x11- 29. 
| To preach the doctrine of the Trinity to the Jews, 
dan appear to them in no other light, than an at- 
5 tempt to ſeduce them into i dolatry, a thing which 
= Þ they dare not entertain he moſt diſtant thought 77 13 


give op vp their faith id 99 oy of God,” To make 
q 2 fort and a5 At lag It certainly win be 10 at! 


There 3} tie God, a Mabbmer it bis oy 2 Now 
ir 15 to be 


| kind. 
VL of weng for fo 5 the chat of 


Fed fry by the grace 9 /' Rom: iii. 343 
have been in God, if Chriſt — a full 


and 


The prove" eretd of the Moot i, ch 


that Malomet 16 not the prophet of 
hoſe d, thr ey iy, nin th, be mide to believe; 
but | we tho t ey will {6 eafily* 


geſpel what it wis originally, gg denk, of 


the nat Unt or the world, we mult free it from this 
moſt abſurd aid imp oh doctrine, and alfo from 
many other corruptions which have been introduced 
into it. It can no otherwife' and worthy of God, 
ahd favourable to the Ying. we of man- 


7F OU have been taught by Fey "oh if 
1 Chriſt be not God, he could not have made 

an infinite ſatisfaction for the ſins of mankind: Put, 
my brethren, where do -you learn that the 


af fin, in a finite creatore, requires an indes ſac 


tüsfaction; or, indeed, any ſatisfaction at all, be. 
ſides repentance and reformation, on the part! of a 
finer. We read in the ſcriptures that we are Jai - 


what free grace, or mercy, does there appear th 
price for 


our juſtification, and bore the infinite "weight of di 


vine wrath on our account. 


3 


I e e l q 


Tos read in dhe ferjprores thus Chiift died 5 Jas | 


 crifice for aur Aus. Heb. ix. 26. So he did, and a 


ſacriſſce it was, of - a Jevect ſmelling ſauohr to God. 


To die, as Chriſt did, in the — cauſe of truth 


and ann: to die, as he did, in order to how us 


: N example of patiently ſuffering death for our re- 
gion, 


and the good of mankind, and in a firm 
Joke of a reſurrection to a foture and eternal life; 


| to Wia, as he did, in expreſs atteſtation of his own 


divine miſſion, by his manifeſt” reſurreQion from 
the dead, and as the ful leſt proof of that —— | 
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and that he is not of himſelf, and independent 
all foreign confiderations- whatever, what he fo. 
lemuly declared himſelf to Moſes, at the time 0 


God df the moſt glorious and 
35 eee and e n wor: Juſtice,” or ra- 


bee, — * 
—— was a noble ſacrifice indend. we 


alſo are commanded to ,, var bodits Hing facrri-. 
| Aon. Nom. xi. 1. And we are 


ale rominn ally. Pfalm cxvi. 17. 
E . e ty Ws 
is, and uſed by way of compariſon. 


| Nether our bodies, nor our prayers, can be conſi- 


dered as real: ſacrifices; nor are we, therefore, obli- 

ged to ſuppoſe that Chriſt was a real-ſacrifice. And 

thoygh we, like him, ſhould be called aQually 46 
«lay down bur lives for our brethren, 1 John 


bh 16, which, in imitation. gf him, we are en- 


1 he to be ready to do, we e 


figurative Eat of the word. 
It is __ that no man who is a finner and A 


wen have fioned) can be jf lit wort We 
all ſtand in . . recourſe to free 


| 8 and mercy 3 but it is a great diſhonour to 


od to ſuppole that this mercy and. grace takes its 
riſe from Ny thing but his won 4 eſſential goodneſa 


the giving of the law, to be, namely, «a pen f 
e merciful and gracious, Jong ſuffering, abundant 
„ in goodneſs ànd in truth, Exod. iv. 6. or 


| x that he requires any other faerifices,: but ** the fa- 


crihce of a broken ſpirit, and a contrite heart, 


* which he will never deſpiſe. ” Pſalm li. 1 17. 


Can we wiſh for a more diſtin, and perfect — 
2 of the manner in which Ged forgives 
he fins. of his offspring of mankind, than our fa- eb 


vidur his exhibited to us in that moſt excellent 
fable of the prodigal ſon ;- in which the good fat 
100 ſooner ſees his child, who had abandoned —4 3 
and wiſted his ſubſtance. in riotous living, xeturn- | 
| Ing to him and to bis doty ; but, without waiting | 

for any atonement or propitiation, even © while he 

% was yet a great way off, he ran to him, fell | 
% his neck, and kifſed him,” Luke xv. 20. 


us not then, my brethren, . the ever · ble ſſed 


err 


required «to offer” 


"ker: — 
onourable of all his | 


_ ty 
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cher vengeance, which is expreſsly ſaid to be bi, 


Aran avork. Iſaiah xxviii. een 
ſe, my brethren, are the principal heads on 


Which I, propoſed to expoſtulate with you, in the 


plain and free manner in which I have debe. Do . 
yourſelves, ſearch the ſcriptures, and ſee whe-. 
« ther theſe things be ſo. Pray to the God og 
cc truth, to lead you. into all truth, and may he 

* give you underſtanding. in all things.” $i hag 


VII. Profiical, conſequences. of . he above dac- 


is "I * n. | one 


HE __ knowledge of ritten is tat of 
importance as a matter of /peculation merely; 
Hongb"abfirace truths, eſpecially walks that relate 
to God, ant the maxims of his moral government, 
are not without their utility and obligation; but the 
truths that T here contend for nearly affe& the ſenti⸗ 
ments of our hearts, aud our conduet in life; as, 1 in- 3 
deed, has been ſhown, in 1 many reſpects, already. Con- 
idering God'as poſſeſſed of the character in which 
ſome divines repreſent him, it is impoſſible, while 
 kbman nature is What it Je, that he ſhould appear 
in an amiable or * reſpe&able light. "Such A God 
may, indeed, be the object of "Zread and terror to 
his creatur res; but by no means of their Jowe. or re-, 
werence. And What is obedience without love. ny * 
cannot be that of the Bear, which, however, i is the. 
only thing that is of any real value in religion. - 5 
Alſo, how can a man lose his fellow- creatures i 
geperal, when he'confiders the pouch part of them 
as the o bjects of the divine ab orrence, and doom- 
ed by him to an 1 ops deſtruction; in Which 
he believes that he himſelf muſt” forever TeJoice, . 
Aud What can remain of virtue, when; theſe two. 
[ds ſoarces' of it, the Jowe e God, ad of. mankind, | 
are thus groſsly corrupted. 
"Of the other hand, Fa God, as the compal-. 
fonte Father of all bis offepting, as avilling hat 


l nen ſhould be ſaved, and "come to the knowledge of. 


tis truth; and alſo loving all mankind'as our bre: 5 


Ver 


ke as, ot rot: with N AS of, 9 2þ on 
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ſame gracious Father, we cannot want the moſt ge- 
nerous and powerful motives 10 dv the awill of 
God, and to provoke om another tu love and to good 
works; being in no fear of counteratting the ſecret 
_ deſipns'of the Almighty, which we believe are aimed; 
not at the deſtruction, but the bappineſs of all his 
( uu... ĩĩ LE. n 
Think not, however, that I am ſo uncharitable 
as to ſuppoſe that all thoſe who profeſs' to maintain 
the doctrines I have been arguing againſt, are uni- 
verfally deſtitute of the genuine love of God, or of 
their fellow. creatures. I am ſenfible, and truly 
thankful, that it is not always the conſequencæẽ; but 
it is becauſe the hearts of ſuch perfons are really in- 
fluenced by better principles than thoſe which theß 
1 avow. They by no means habitually regard the 
Divine Being in the light im which their printiples 
repreſent him, but as the rue Faber of all the 
creatures that he has made, and, as ſuch, ſincerely 
| * to ee _ zeſt 2 3 PC. 
Es Alſd, notwithſtanding, if they be ahhed, they 
1 will not heſitate to 1 Gan is God, Far . Is 


- 


premicy of the Father, even with reſpect to the | 
their minds; and when they lift up their hearts io 
God, it is only G the” Father that is the proper 
chject of their adoration; The conſtant tenor of 
the ſcriptures. is ſo contrary to their profeſſed creed, - 
that, though they dare not call it in queſtion, it is 
not able to counteract the plainer, more conßſtent ;; 
and better prineiples Which wilt force themſelvges? 
upon their minds from converfing with the bible. 
* Beſides, it requires more ſubtilty and refinement 
do ester into the principles above-mentioned, man 
| _ the common people are maſters of. They cannot” | 
conceive how, one man ſhould fin, and another per- f 
ſon, fix thouſand years after, be guilty of chat fin, 
and puniſhable for it; how one perſon's righte-- 
ouſneſs mould be conſideredd as the righteouſneſs } 
bc another; or that three diſtin@ perſons ſhould.  Þ 
'-] each of them be God; and yet that there ſhould de 
ws.” n Wore gods than one „0000 Ms — 
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Men of plain underſtandings, in fact, never do 
believe any ſuch thing; nor can it be ſuppoſed that 
2 the - pel, which was intended to be the ſolid 
| foundation; of the faith, hope, and joy of com- 
} mon people, ſhould require ſo much acuteneſs,:as is 
neceſſary to give even a plauſible. colour to theſe 
ſtrange aſſertions. The attempt to explain them 
| (and, till they be explained, they can na more be 
believed than a propoſition in an unknown tõngue) 
= can lead to nothing but endleſs and unprofitable. 
= controverſy. It is happy, therefore, that ſo many per - | 
| ſons make a better uſe of the goſpel than their tenets . 
4 would lead them to do; and that they conſider. it 
| | chiefly as a rule , life, and the foundation "of hope * 
3 after death. But, as far as the principles I have 
been arguing againſt are believed, they cannot but 
do harm to thoſe who entertain them, as well as | 
bring diſgrace upon the chriſtian name; both-which. 
every lover of the goſpel ſhould endeavour to prevent. 
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D ROEESSING the purity of the chriſtian faith, 
I let us be careful, my brethren, to adorn it by: 
a2 blameleſs and esemplar liſe. More eſpecially, 
let us beware that we do not wear the form of g 
lingſi, when our hearts are deſtitute of the power. of 
it; and that we indulge no ſecret hope, that by any 
2 ſtrictneſs ”- — of ws to — OY | 3 
dor long p , Or by attending on much preaching, . 
15 eee religion, we ſhall atone 4 | Y 
neglect of tbe aveightier: matters of the law, righte> : 
oufſne/s, mercy and truth. Let the integrity of hurt 
beearts appear in the-chearfulneſs of aun hne nen- 3 
dees, and let us how that be love. Cod au we | 
3 5 Prag not ſeen, by loving our bretbren whom aue do fees r 
' . and by being always ready to do them every kind: 
F office in our power, r e 15 1 3 N + bh. 
I 0 judge of our love to God, or of our love to 
| - -them, eſpecially when we are excluded from e 
| world, as is the cuſtom with many, is to exgoſe 
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groſſeſt and "moſt dangerous delu- 


nt 
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ions. We find in the ſcriptures. a much plainer, 155 


| andſafer method of judging in both theſe caſes This, 
fas the apoſtle John, it be lowe of | God that we 
tie his commandmens. If ye love me, ſays our lord, 


; 3 5 Keep my commandments. Te are my friends, if ye 4 > a 4 


 _avhatſorver I command you; and this is my commandment 
 _ that ye love one another. By this Hall all men 
ALso that pe are my diſciples, if pe baue love one for 
Remember that true chriſtian charity is humble, 
. modeſt, and dimdent; and that he is pronounced 
0 „ be happy, Who \feareth always 3 fo as to be cir- Th 
cumſpect in thought, word, and deed; and that, for 
this purpoſe, we are to put on the æubole armour of God, 
that we may withſtand the temptations of the world. 
Rather than indulge a Phariſaical pride, in re- 
counting your experiences, boaſting how vile you 


bave once been, or thought yourſelves to be, in | 


FF * _- order to make others believe how holy and ſanctifi- 
al, <4 you” are now, content yourſelves with the lan- 
M gage and practice of the humble publican, who, 

_ ſpeaking to God and his oẽen heart, only cried, 

R Repoicen all the real . that you ſee is done 
Wx. etbers, whatever'may be their ill will, or oppo- - 
____ -ittonto you, and be eſpecially upon your guard, 

lleſt your juſt averſion to what is corrupt, in the 
Principles or practices of others, lead you to diſlike 


ppb ei goodan them. Let not the Pharifaical i. 
MIS» Þ 
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|... __ praying, preaching, and other means of religion, 
7 mate you neglet them, as we are too apt to do, 


. 3 be particularly upon our guard againſt that ſpirit of 


— » "hinges and let us never forget the aweful warning 
def our lord, Judge not, that ye be not judged; i, 
A. _ . with what judgment ye judge, ju hall be judged ; and 
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our of ſome throw you into the oppoſite extreme of | * 
ty ; and let not their laying an undue ſtreſs upon 


Vioͤch reſpeR to any thing that has been much abaſed. 
Hlaviag enough to do with our own hearts, let us 


de feriouſneſt, which man) profeſing chriſtians..in+ 
Aulge wich too little reſtraint. Let us remember that 
tte true chriſtian Seartib all things,” and base all © 


ianity. 
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| ith ee, eee, e, i hol be ae, 
4 rethr bs by: the: waſh odiiiilves 


Ze — my rethe 
_” reproaches of athers, Perſecution, of ſome kind, is 


4a ſafer in'this world... To their evrath; ang 


* eviſdimthat is from above; auh it pure, pen 


us n6t be concerned at being counted gdeerivers, if 


nets or ſomething elſe that ſhall ex 
of their hatred and dillike.. But let not 


3 as the 007 genuine doctrines of the goſpel. If no- 


ee abuſe; think yourſelves ha py, as being 


ae appellations of Sch or Catvinift 


ſuffered more for their adherence'to it than moſt oY 
* of the-reformers, 9 Socinus 
If we be (chriſtians; indeed, we ſhall 


-” obghr not to be conſidered as any obſect for us. If we ab 
Chrift, and walk even as he alſo walked, not being GP, 


| nis world, but being trans formed by the renewing of our minds, ' BTW 
we are heirs * a far nobler inheritance, an tnheritence in-. 
Fee opd ths VT 


ws; and when Chrift, <pbo is our Jife, and for bom 
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What all vu auill live godly in Cbriſt eee, 8 
wn, evil. /þ peaking, aud ; malice, 9 with th 


gentle, and eaſy to be intreated ; full of mercy. ao 
| good fruits, without partiality, and without bypocricy. 
Let us even E * ae counted” worthy to 
— fuffer ſhame, 4 ſult, JX 
Though our ſufferings e N 
enemies of Chriſt, bat ſrom falſi bretbris; and let 


we be conſcious to ourſelves that we truly lone the 
golpel, and that e labour to promote and adorn/it. 
Lou vill be called Arm and 8 8 . 


„ If there be any proper meaning in ſes oh 5 | 
| - thets, it can only be that Jou hold certain opinions; 
N which they deem to be falſe, but which you cheriſn, ä 


more id meant by thoſe terms, beſides mere 
For the name of Chriſt, 1 Peter iv. 14. 
are reproachful, 2 many alſo, that of Cr. 


i= much more ſo. Beſi des, both Arminius and 
cinus were men who loved the goſpel, and who 


3 | der ourſelves a8 3 ** . 
„ 8 0 27 mpenlo, but as citizens of bauen. . The. friendſhip, of 2 
4 5 N 2 ere fore, together with popularity, and f ſuc 5 1 * 
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